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IPA’s Research for Effective COVID-19 Responses 
(RECOVR)

Rapid response surveys to answer critical policy questions (8+ countries)

Advising 15+ governments on evidence-based approaches

A portfolio of IPA studies to generate rigorous evidence (80+ studies)

Research-on-Research to strengthen the quality of remote data collection

A global hub that centralizes research and policy lessons



RECOVR Survey: Key Takeaways

78 percent of respondents report feeling at risk of contracting COVID-19, a slight 
increase from Round 1 (75 percent)

There was a 7 percentage point increase in the share of respondents working 
since Round 1 and, of those working, 41 percent are working fewer hours

Parents’ most common concerns are children falling behind in their education (24 
percent), children getting into trouble (21 percent ), and affording school fees and 
materials (17 percent )

14 percent of respondents could not come up with Fr35,000 within 30 days. One 
fifth of female respondents could not come up with Fr35,000 within 30 days

A smaller share of those who reported receiving government transfers in Round 1 
reports reducing portions or skipping meals. Across rounds, the share of respondents 
that had to limit portions at mealtimes decreased from 50 percent to 44 percent



Rwanda Survey Information

Dates of survey: October 22-November 6

Sampling method: Random Digit Dialing 
of a nationally representative sample of 
phone numbers, limited to respondents 
age 18+ (panel survey- follow ups with 
original respondents)

Sample size: 1,357 respondents out 
of 1,484 call attempts 

Average respondent demographics

% women 36%

Average age 30

% that completed secondary school 43%

Household size 4.8

% working in informal sector 55% 

% Under national poverty line: 20% 
(Estimated with the PPI)

https://www.povertyindex.org/about-ppi


Survey Definitions

● Poor vs. non-poor
○ Is this household most likely below the national poverty line? 
○ Estimated using the PPI, which uses a simple machine-learning algorithm 

to build a proxy means test estimating poverty rates using a set of 
household characteristics.

○ Based on NISR’s 2017 EICV5 dataset.
● School-age children

○ “How many children who had been enrolled in primary/secondary school 
before the national quarantine live in your household?”

● Employment Sectors
○ 20+ occupations across agriculture, manufacturing, services, transport, 

mining, retail, etc.
● Error Bars in each graph represent the 95% confidence interval. 

○ If error bars do not overlap, the difference between groups is statistically 
significant (p<0.05).

http://povertyindex.org/country/rwanda


Rwanda RECOVR Survey: Survey and Policy Timeline
Mar 16 Apr 16 May 16 Jun 16 Jul 16

Nationwide Lockdown
21 Mar- 4 May

Launch of Drones for Health Information Dissemination
12 Apr

Facemasks required in public
19  Apr

IPA RECOVR 
Survey Round 1 4 Jun-15 Jun

National Bank eliminates charges for mobile money transfers
19  Mar

Launch of in-kind food distribution program
28  Mar

IMF approves $109 million Rapid Credit Facility Disbursement

IMF approves additional $111 million

02 Apr

11 Jun

Curfew (8pm-5am) established 4 May

Closure of schools and higher education 
institutions

16 Mar

Aug 16 Sep 16 Oct 16 Nov 16 Dec 16

Curfew (9pm-5am) 
15 July

Curfew (7pm-5am) 
16 Aug

Curfew (10pm-5am) 
25 Sep

IPA 
RECOVR 
Survey 

Round 2
22 Oct- 6 Nov
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Health & COVID-19 Mitigation: Key Takeaways

● Nearly 90 percent of adults are keeping up with 
medical appointments.

● 94 percent of respondents report always using a 
facemask. For those who do not regularly use a 
facemask, 83 percent indicate it is not necessary. 

● 85 percent of respondents indicate they would take a 
COVID-19 vaccine once it becomes available. The 
majority of these respondents would take the vaccine 
for self-protection, followed by family protection. 



Nearly 90% of adults are keeping up with medical 
appointments



Across age groups, less than 10% of children have had 
delays in healthcare visits and in keeping up with 
medical appointments

Children less than 6 years old Children 6-18 years old



98% of respondents report having gone outside their 
homes or receiving visits in the past 7 days, more 
than half of which were for going to work



50% of respondents report going outside their home 
every day during the past week



57% of respondents indicate that over the past 7 days, 
they have not received visitors any days



Poor and Non-poor respondents report similar rates 
of non-adherence to shelter-in-place regulations



Poor and non-poor respondents report going out of their 
homes over the past 7 days in similar proportions 



94% of respondents report always using a facemask. 
For those who do not regularly use a facemask, 83% 
indicate it is not necessary



Poor and non-poor respondents report the same rate 
of compliance with mask usage

cov5, cov6

Poor/wealthy



A slightly larger proportion of male respondents 
report always using masks, though the difference is 
not statistically significant

cov5, cov6

Gender



78% of respondents report feeling at risk of 
contracting COVID-19, a slight increase from Round 1



A larger share of rural respondents report feeling at risk for 
COVID-19, though the difference is not statistically significant



85% of respondents indicate that they would take a 
COVID-19 vaccine once it becomes available



The majority of respondents would take the vaccine 
because of self-protection, followed by family protection



Of the 5% of respondents who would not take the 
vaccine, almost 40% cite worries about its side effects



Of those who cited a conspiracy theory, over half 
believes that the vaccine contains a tracking device



Less than 10% of respondents across urban and rural 
areas would not get the vaccine



One third of respondents does not trust any other 
people or institutions for vaccine information
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Social Protection & Financial Resilience: Key Takeaways

● Between Round 1 and Round 2, the proportion of respondents needing to 
deplete their savings to cover basic expenses since June 2020 decreased by 
17 percentage points. 

● Since schools closed, 45 percent of children’s diets have maintained their 
level of nutrition. 

● While urban and rural respondents could access emergency funds at similar 
rates, urban respondents are more likely to rely on their savings and rural 
respondents are more likely to sell their assets.

● 3 percent of respondents report that their household received new 
government transfers in Round 2, down from 11 percent in Round 1.



3% of respondents report that their household received new 
government transfers in Round 2, down from 11% in Round 1. 
Reporting of in-kind provision of PPEs and food increased 
substantially between rounds



Poor and non-poor respondents report that their households 
received new government transfers at similar rates



Male and female respondents report that their households 
received new government transfers at similar rates



While respondents from urban and rural areas report the same 
rate of receiving new government transfers since March, a 
higher share of urban respondents received in-kind food 
assistance          (though not statistically significant)



Between rounds, there was a 4pp decrease in the 
share of respondents that received non-government 
transfers they did not receive before March



There are not statistically significant differences between 
poor and non-poor households’ likelihood in receiving 
non-government transfers from individuals or institutions



There are not statistically significant differences by gender 
in the likelihood of receiving non-government transfers 
from individuals or institutions



Respondents in urban areas were more likely to 
receive assistance or transfers from churches or 
mosques than their rural counterparts



Across rounds, there was a 6pp decrease in the share of 
respondents that had to limit portions at mealtimes



A higher share of non-poor respondents either reduced portions 
or skipped 1+ meals for adults and children in the household



A higher share of respondents from urban areas reports 
reducing portions for adults and children in their household



A smaller share of those who reported receiving government 
transfers in Round 1 reports reducing portions or skipping 
meals



Between rounds, a smaller share of respondents cite market shortages 
and household income drops as reasons for being unable to buy food



Poor respondents are 10-12pp more likely to report that high food prices 
and reduced income prevent them from buying as much food as they 
usually do



Respondents from rural areas are more likely to be unable to 
buy as much food as they usually do because of high food prices 
and reduced income



55% of poor respondents’ children received school meals before 
March, when schools closed



57% of respondents’ from rural areas children received school 
meals before March



Since schools closed, 45% of children’s diets have 
maintained their level of nutrition



Since schools closed, 38% of children of poor 
respondents have had less healthy diets



There are not significant differences between 
children’s diets from urban areas vs. rural areas



Among those who received government transfers, 25% of 
children’s diets are more healthy but this is not statistically 
significant
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Education: Key Takeaways

● The majority of parents prefer in-person schooling next year.

● Parents’ most common concerns are children falling behind in 
their education, children getting into trouble, and affording school 
fees and materials.

● 76 percent of parents indicate receiving sufficient and timely 
information from children's schools.

● 42 percent of children spend at least two hours per day on 
education.

● Distance learning (March-October) was considered to be effective 
or very effective for 92 percent of children.



The majority of parents prefer in-person schooling next year



There are no statistically significant differences between poor 
and non-poor parents' preferences for education modality for 
the upcoming school year



There are no statistically significant differences between 
urban and rural parents' preferences for education modality 
for the upcoming school year



Nearly 100% of children were to be enrolled for 
in-person classes in November



Poor children are slightly more likely to be enrolled 
for in-person schooling 



There are no differences between male and female 
children’s likelihood of enrolling in-person classes in 
November



There are no differences between children from urban 
and rural areas’ likelihood of being enrolled in 
in-person classes in November



Parents’ most common concerns are children falling behind in their 
education, children getting into trouble, and affording school fees 
and materials



Between rounds, parents’ concern of their children 
falling behind in their education decreased by 11pp



Non-poor respondents are 11pp more likely to not be concerned 
about their children’s education than poor respondents



There are no statistical differences between urban 
and rural respondents’ concerns about their children’s 
education



6% of respondents have at least one child with disabilities 



Poor and non-poor respondents are similarly likely to 
have at least one child with disabilities



10% of respondents from rural areas have at least one 
child with disabilities



More than half of children with disabilities have been 
able to follow remote learning programs



Among children with disabilities, more than half are able 
to follow remote learning programs regardless of their 
socioeconomic status  



Among children with disabilities, a larger share of those in 
rural areas are able to follow remote learning programs 
but the difference is not statistically significant



76% of parents indicate receiving sufficient and timely 
information from children's schools



Poor and Non-poor respondents receive sufficient and 
timely information from their children's schools at similar 
rates



Respondents from urban and rural areas receive 
sufficient and timely information from their children's 
schools at similar rates



42% of children spend at least two hours per day on 
education



There are no significant differences between poor and 
non-poor children’s study habits



Male respondents are more likely to report that their 
children spend only a few minutes each day studying 



There are no significant differences between urban 
and rural respondents’ reporting of children’s study 
habits



Radio Rwanda and students’ own school books were 
reported to be the most popular distance learning tools



Radio is a more popular distance learning tool for poor 
respondents, while Internet is more popular for non-poor 
respondents



Distance learning (March-October) was considered to be 
effective or very effective for 92% of children 



Distance learning was reported as very effective for 
25% of poor and non-poor children



Participation in distance learning was reported to be 
important for 66% of children



Parents report that the biggest challenge with continuing 
education for primary school students is the lack of 
support from teachers and schools 

edu6b, edu6c



Respondents report that the biggest challenge with 
continuing education for secondary school students is the 
lack of support from teachers and schools 

edu6b, edu6c



Non-poor respondents are more likely than poor 
respondents to report that there is no challenge for 
primary school students in continuing education

edu6b, edu6c

Poor/wealthy



Non-poor parents are more likely than poor parents 
that there is no challenge for secondary school 
students in continuing education

edu6b, edu6c

Poor/wealthy



Male and female parents similarly perceive the challenges for 
primary school students continuing their education

edu6b, edu6c

Gender



Male and female respondents similarly perceive the challenges 
for secondary school students continuing their education

edu6b, edu6c

Gender



Parents from rural areas cite lack of access to educational 
programs as a main barrier for primary students to continue 
their education

edu6b, edu6c

Urban/Rural



Parents from rural areas cite lack of access to television as a 
main barrier for secondary students to continue their education

edu6b, edu6c

Urban/Rural



93% of parents have received communications about next school 
year's plans, mainly through radio



Poor and non-poor respondents receive school year 
communications at similar rates, but more than three 
quarters of poor respondents rely on radio



Urban and rural respondents receive school year 
communications at similar rates, but more than three 
quarters of rural respondents rely on radio



More than half of households have access to school books 
for their children’s grade levels to continue remote learning



More than half of respondents from poor households indicate 
that they rely on the radio to continue with distance learning, 
compared to one third from non-poor households



Male and female respondents report at similar rates the tools 
that their households have access to for remote learning



Radio was reported by rural respondents as the most 
prevalent tool they have access to for children to continue 
with their education
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Economic Activity & Employment: Key Takeaways

● 69 percent of respondents’ place of work from 
February remained open in November.

● There was a 7 percentage point increase in the share of 
respondents working since Round 1 and, of those 
working, 41 percent are working fewer hours.

● Male and female respondents report similar rates for 
household employment and earnings in the last week.

●  71 percent of respondents’ earnings decreased, with 
nearly four in ten earning 75 percent less.



Among those currently employed, there has been a small decrease 
(7pp) in formal employment, between those holding permanent 
contracts in February 2020 and at the time of the survey 



Respondents categorized as Poor saw a larger drop in 
permanent employment contracts, with the poor/non-poor 
gap widening from 2pp to 7pp



Households that rely on informal employment seem to be 
less likely to have a woman as the Head of Household



69% of respondents’ place of work from February 
remained open in November only a slight (non-significant) 
decrease from 71% in June



71% of poor respondents’ place of work from February 
remained open in November



Agriculture remains the sector where the largest share of 
respondents’ work places are still open, though this rate 
decreased by 13pp across rounds



Rural and urban respondents’ places of work from 
February remained open at similar rates across rounds



There was a 7pp increase in the share of respondents 
working since Round 1 and, of those working, 41% are 
working fewer hours (a 22pp decrease since Round 1)



While respondents and household heads were largely able 
to maintain employment, of those working, 40% worked 
fewer hours



A larger share of rural respondents and heads of household 
report working in the past week (88%), with over half of 
those working the same or more hours



Poor respondents and heads of household are more 
likely to be self-employed or have worked on a family 
business or farm in the past 7 days



Male and female respondents and heads of households 
have worked across different employment types at 
similar rates in the past 7 days



Respondents and heads of household that work in the 
agriculture sector are more likely to be self-employed 
or work for a family business



Respondents and heads of household from urban 
areas are more likely to be self-employed or work for 
a family business



While there was a 7pp increase across rounds between 
respondents reporting they worked in the past week, 71% of 
those working still experienced decreased earnings



A larger share of poor households report working in the 
past week, but a larger share of these households report 
earning less compared to non-poor households



While a larger share of urban household heads report working in 
the last week, there are no significant differences between earning 
changes between urban and rural household heads



While a larger share of household heads that received government transfers 
report working in the last week, the difference is not statistically significant



Male and female respondents report similar rates for 
household employment and earnings in the last week



A larger share of respondents in the agriculture sector report 
working in the last week, though 84% earn less or much less

100%
100%
100%



Of respondents whose earnings increased (8%), more than 
half earned 25% more

inc9a, inc9a_hh

Respondents

Heads of Household



71% of respondents’ earnings decreased, with nearly 
40% earning 75% less

inc9b, inc9b_hh



Among heads of household, the most prevalent employment 
sectors are agriculture, retail/wholesale, and construction/utilities



Of the 47% of the sample involved in farming, 38% of 
these individuals had to alter their planning



Among those involved in farming, a greater proportion of poor 
respondents (42%) had to alter their planning compared to 
non-poor respondents (29%)



10% of respondents started a business during quarantine



Urban and rural respondents started a business 
during quarantine at similar rates



Among those who started a business, the majority think 
that it will remain in operation for the rest of 2020



14% of respondents could not come up with Fr35,000 
within 30 days



One fifth of female respondents could not come up 
with Fr35,000 within 30 days 



Among employed households, 39% of workers with no 
contract (informal workers) could not come up with Fr35,000 
within 30 days 



While urban and rural respondents could access emergency funds at 
similar rates, urban respondents are more likely to rely on their 
savings and rural respondents are more likely to sell their assets



Between Round 1 and Round 2, the proportion of respondents 
needing to deplete their savings to cover basic expenses since 
June 2020 decreased by 17pp



A larger share of poor respondents than non-poor respondents 
reported selling their assets, seeking money from friends or family, 
or skipping payments to pay for basic expenses since June 2020



Among employed households, informal workers are more likely 
than their counterparts with permanent and short-term 
contracts to take various measures to cover basic expenses since 
June 2020



There are not statistically significant differences 
between male and female respondents’ reporting of 
actions taken to cover basic expenses since June 2020



Respondents from rural areas are more likely to sell 
their assets or seek food/money from friends/family 
to cover basic expenses since June 2020  



Intrahousehold analysis: those receiving transfers in 
R1 and current financial behaviors


