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The Impacts of Intensive Municipal
Governance and Community Organization
on Gang Governance in Medellín

In partnership with the City of Medellín and community officials, EDI researchers co-designed
a program of intensified government outreach and service delivery to test the impact of
increased municipal governance on the roles and legitimacy of local gangs and the state. To
design the program, researchers conducted interviews with more than 30 members of 19

https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/publications/ResearchInsight-Criminal-Gangs-Medellin_1.pdf


criminal organizations over two years. Researchers combined findings from those interviews
with administrative crime data and with surveys of city residents and businesses to learn
about the organization and political economy of organized crime in Medellín. This EDI Policy
Brief provides a summary of those findings to date
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