
Francophone West Africa

In Burkina Faso, Mali, and Senegal, we have continued our global tradition of 
rigorous, applicable research by building foundational research capacity and 
conducting evaluations in areas of pressing national concern. Examples of our 
work below offer promising insights into everyday issues that affect the lives of the 
Francophone West African poor.

The Sahel, a semiarid strip just south of the Sahara Desert, is the difficult 
environment in which farmers in Burkina Faso and Mali have to work. Most of the 
population lives in rural areas where they have developed farming techniques for 
subsistence agriculture. In this context, IPA is leading a research agenda dedicated 
to discovering how financial products could improve productivity, boost 
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Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) discovers and promotes effective solutions to global 
poverty problems. We design, rigorously evaluate, and refine these solutions and their 
applications together with decisionmakers to ensure that the evidence created is used 
to improve opportunities for the world’s poor. In the ten years since IPA was founded, 
we have worked with over 250 leading academics to manage over 400 evaluations in 51 
countries. Future growth will be concentrated in focus countries, such as Burkina Faso 
and Mali where we have local and international staff, established relationships with 
government, NGOs, and the private sector, and deep knowledge of local issues.

investment, and ultimately promote food security and resilience.

In Burkina Faso, farmers are regularly exposed to a multitude of hazards, such as drought and illness. IPA researchers examined 
how rural households could better manage their risks through increased access to financial tools. One insurance and three 
savings products were proposed to farmers for the duration of the planting season. Interestingly, there are significant gender 
differences in take-up. While women invest more in emergency savings products, men invest more in a weather insurance 
product. Both products have been equally efficient at improving agricultural investments and food security.

In Mali, IPA studied a community-based savings group program that targeted villages rarely visited by microfinance 
organizations. Participants substantially increased their savings, though there were not clear increases in enterprise 
activity. There were increases in livestock ownership and increased food security, including a smoothing of food consumption 
during the lean season.
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IPA evidence has already contributed to improving millions of lives. Now, with ten 
years of evidence to build on, our programs are increasingly focusing on government 
and partner collaboration to translate evidence into better programs and policies.

HealtH 
Studying the impact of free primary care and health worker visits on 
children’s health. In Mali, parents regularly have to make three important decisions 
which affect the health of their children: using preventative care, receiving informal 
or formal care, and the urgency for receiving care during illness. IPA is working with 
the Mali Health Organizing Project (MHOP) in Bamako to understand how programs 
can be designed to provide appropriate health services at accessible costs to the 
poor. Specifically, we want to understand the behaviors that may lead parents to 
avoid health center services. Is it due to financial constraints, the inability to borrow 
or save, or the lack of information on the benefits of healthcare? Or is it just that 
spending priorities of the parents differ from that of a policymaker?

education
Giving a second chance to out-of-school children. The Speed School project, 
promoted by the Strømme Foundation, is an education project that focuses 
exclusively on out-of-school children by giving them a second chance to go to school. 
The project provides accelerated courses to these children in a center within their 
village for a period of nine months. Following this training, children are transferred 
into the standard school in the 3rd or 4th level. In Mali, IPA researchers are testing the 
efficacy of the program with a specific emphasis on cognitive and non-cognitive skills.

Better Programs 
& Policies

IPA Francophone West Africa is at an inflection point in its growth. We are transitioning from our early status as a young 
nonprofit working in the development space into a go-to resource for evidence-based insights for government, nonprofits, and 
the private sector. As we navigate this transition, we are focusing on two goals. They are to:

 » Reinforce iPa’s status as a known source of high-quality research. As one of the only organizations in Francophone 
West Africa with the skills and capacity to conduct high-quality impact evaluations, we are in a strong position to merge our 
deep knowledge of local issues with our unparalleled research capability.

 » Partner with decisionmakers to seek, generate, and apply evidence at scale to help the poor. Our IPA research 
affiliates and our local staff are a rich source of deep expertise and established relationships with local development 
organizations, academic institutions, and government agencies. We are working to expand those relationships by building 
policy considerations into all study designs, communicating what we know, and collaborating with our partners in government.

Our Future

Building a world with More Evidence and Less Poverty.
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