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New research finds sweatshops may be a
necessary evil in the development of
economies

They don’t call economics the dismal science for nothing. A study of Ethiopian workers
released last week by the US National Bureau of Economics Research found low-wage
factories—often known as sweatshops— were dangerous, undesirable and paid even less
than self-employment in the informal sector. But, the researchers concluded, countries were
still better off than not having those jobs at all.
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